INTRODUCTION 2002
I am pleased to say that this booklet by Pam Stratford and the booklet by
John Fisher are the final publications which Anston Parish Council
undertook to print as part of our Millenium celebrations, I am grateful to
both of them for the historical record which their hard work has
bequeathed to the people of our part of South Yorkshire.

Councillor Iain St.John
Chair Anston Parish Council
June 2002
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FOREWORD
As a relative newcomer to Anston, it is a privilege to be able to write this
brief introduction to the historical survey of the parish. In the year or so
since we arrived, I have been asked on numerous occasions for
information, not just about the church but about local history in
general – information which I have often been unable to provide.
With the rate of development of new property in Anston, and the
demolition of some of the old; and with the decline in number of those
who are able to remember Anston before these recent changes took place,
it would in the future be almost impossible to collect material for a record
of this kind. It will be an invaluable source-book, not just for present
Anstonians, but for future generations of Anston residents who have some
interest in the centuries of development of the community of which they
are a part.
Anston owes a debt of gratitude to Mrs Stratford, and to those who have
helped her, for the painstaking work she has undertaken to produce this
book. Members of St. James’ Church will join with me in giving
particular thanks to her for offering the profits from the sale of this book
towards the work of the Church.
I have greatly enjoyed reading this book; I have also learned a lot from it.
I commend it to you on both counts!

Don Brewin
Anston Vicarage
8th November 1976
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ANSTON
(North and South)

1086 – 1976
INTRODUCTION
In this very short account of Anston’s long history, so much has had to be left out.
We hope that what has been included will be of interest, and if you would have
preferred more facts and fewer photographs, we hope that this small history will
influence you to delve into the past in more detail – it will be well worth the
effort.
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use of the duplicator;
Miss H Smith for the duplication of the pages;
and finally Len for his understanding and help in the preparation of this booklet.

Pem Stratford
November 1976
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ANSTON
(North and South)
“ANSTON”, said Wm. White in 1838, “contains the well-built and pleasant villages
of North and South Anston, situate on opposite acclivities of the fertile vale of a
small rivulet, which flows eastward to the Ryton. Twelve miles East-South-East of
Sheffield, six miles west of Worksop, in the heart of the limestone district.”
When Mr White wrote this, the population of Anston was 840, the acreage was
3845 of land and 7 of water. Woodsetts, which at this time was in Anston Parish,
had 146 inhabitants and 900 acres of land. Dinnington had then a population of
233 and 1540 acres of land.

THE VILLAGE NAME
Where Anston came from as a name has never really been decided. It appears to
come from ‘Anstain’ or the Old English ‘Ana stan’ which is believed to mean ‘one
stone, single stone or Anna’s stone’. Although each of these meanings is acceptable
because of the nature of the rock outcrops in the area, the true origin of the name
has been lost in antiquity. However, one wonders whether it could have some
religious significance (particularly if one goes back to the days of sun worshipping)
since there is evidence to suggest that the area has been inhabited as long ago as
Prehistoric times. It seems possible that a stone could have marked the site of
former religious rituals, even though there is no evidence to support this statement.
A further possible suggestion as to the meaning of the name could be the suffix in
Anston, -ton, the Old English meaning for farmstead, enclosure or village.
Over the years there have been many variants in the spelling. The Anglo-Saxons
are thought to have had a share in the choice of the name, and in the Norman
Survey of England in 1086 (the Domesday Book) North Anston is called ‘Anestan’
and South Anston is ‘Litelaston’ or ‘litelanstone’. Over the years the name had several variants – such as ‘Anestan’, ‘North Anstan’, etc. – until in 1577 Chapel Anston
is mentioned and in 1609 in the Athorpe collection of deeds North Anston, alias
Chapel Anston is named. In 1771 we are back again to North Anston. Other documents over the years still give variations of the name. The latest document to give
Chapel Anston is dated 1826, but even in the late 1930’s the older inhabitants
referred to North Anston as ‘Chapel Anston’ and south Anston as ‘Church Anston’.
Hunter, in his book on South Yorkshire states that Chapel Anston occurs in
Bernard’s Survey of 1577, yet there is no mention of an ecclesiastical building in
the survey, but there must have been a Chapel in North Anston then – a Chapel
being a place for prayer, consecrated for that purpose, yet not being a parish church.
In 1086 South Anston was ‘Litel Anstan’, and in 1546 ‘South Anstan’; in 1667 documents give Kirk Anstan, and in 1669 Church Anstan. Variations on these names
occur in the following years, the last record showing ‘Church Anston’ was in 1826.
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During the Middle Ages the Church at South Anston was under the jurisdiction of
the more powerful Laughton Church and because of this was not permitted to
hold weddings, funerals or christenings. Until such time, therefore, that Anston
Church became a full church in its own right, all religious ceremonies had to be
performed at Laughton. This necessitated the people concerned travelling to
Laughton, very often on foot. If one considers the nature of the valley and the
possible difficult traverse from the south side over the stream and up the steep
north slope, it can be understood the need for resting at some stage of the climb,
particularly if encumbered by the added weight of a dead body. This, then, could
possibly have been the origin of a chosen spot at which to rest, later becoming a
‘Chapel-of-Ease’ – a subsidiary to the Mother Church – and possibly later still
leading to the use of the name ‘Chapel Anston’.
Whether further information about the site of the chapel will ever be found is
doubtful, but the fact that North and South Anston have different Saints’ Days or
‘Feasts’ dating back to days of long, long ago, show that there must have been
some reason for this. South Anston Feast is on the 25th July (St James’ Day) and
North Anston Feast is on the 4th October, but it is not known to which Saint this
date is attributed.

EARLY SETTLEMENTS
As the village has a Saxon name, it is likely there was a village here in preNorman times. The Church, dedicated to St James, dates from about 1174 and is
built on or near the site of an earlier Saxon building. If one looks up at the West
Wall inside the Church one can see some of the carved stones from the original
building incorporated in the masonry of the tower. A visitor to Anston (Wm.
White) in 1838 remarked on a flag stone upon which was rudely carved a Saxon
Wheel Cross and Sword apparently of the age of the 12th Century.
(Unfortunately this was destroyed in the 19th Century.)
From the evidence it seems safe to assume that there were communities at both
North and South Anston from Saxon times. The late J.H. Cockburn, OBE, wrote a
most interesting book claiming that Lindrick Common was the site of the Battle of
Brunanburgh, when King Athelstan (925-941) overcame the Danes and became
Lord of all Britain. Mr Cockburn’s thesis was based upon place names in the vicinity. Other places claim the site of the battle, but the actual site is still in dispute.

FIRST WRITTEN RECORD
The first written record of the village is in the Domesday Book, 1086. Here it is
recorded that:
The Norman Knight, Roger de Busli had
‘10 carucates of land at North Anston, and
6 carucates of land in South Anston’
and another Knight, William de Warren, held
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‘pasturable woodland one furlong in length and half
a furlong in breadth; four sokemen and one plough.’
(1 carucate – a measure of ploughland – varying from 80 to 120 acres)
Roger de Busli and William de Warren were given their lands as a reward for services to William the Conqueror. Previously this land had belonged to the Saxon
Earl, Edwin, who lived at Laughton, and Earl Harold who, for some time, was
King of England before his death at the Battle of Hastings in 1066. Sir Roger de
Busli resided at Laughton but later built Tickhill Castle for his headquarters.
At this time land was held by the following classes of freemen:
Great Landlords (like the two Knights)
Small Landlords – Sokemen or Sochemanni. (It is possible that this is how
Socheage Hill at Woodsetts got its name – the hill where the Sochemanni lived).
Large Farmers – villani.
Small Farmers – Cotarii. (Again, is this another possible link with these times –
Cotterhill Woods at Woodsetts?)
In the Domesday Book, South Anston is called ‘Litelastone’ which means ‘Little
Laughton’ or could it be ‘Little Law Town’? There is good reason for thinking
that at South Anston there always lived the representative of the Lord of the
Manor who would be the administrator of law and order. As late as the 18th
Century we know that the bailiffs of the Duke of Leeds – a family by the name of
Kirk – lived at Manor Farm which some authorities consider may have stood on
this site since the 7th Century.

Manor Farm, South Anston (1969)

On the border of South Anston on Lindrick Common is Moses Seat (a large
mound – called a moot mound – which is now covered in trees. Perhaps on this
mound was held the ‘Hundred Court’ for the administration of justice. Later, this
mound was the scene of many local fights situated as it is on the county borders
of Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire.
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AN AGE OF BUILDING
1147
Foundation of Roche Abbey for Cistercian Monks by Richard de Bully, Lord of
Tickhill and Richard son of Turgis. The site, in a deep narrow valley, is divided
by a stream which, rising a few miles to the north-west, is described in Richard de
Bully’s foundation charter as forming the boundary between Maltby and Hotun,
now Hooton Levitt. The portion of the site given by Richard de Bully lay on the
left, that by Richard son of Turgis on the right bank of the stream, and the two
donors agreed that they should both be called founders of the monastery, and that
the monks should be at liberty to construct their buildings on whichever side of
the stream should be most convenient.

Roche Abbey (1975)

Before 1156 Leo and Michael de Manvers gave land in Anston to the monks, and
Nicholas de St paul, Lord of the Manor of Todwick gave the woods in the village.
The Abbot of Roche built a ‘cell’ at Brancliffe, which is in Anston Parish.

Brancliffe Grange (1976)
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From this time onwards there was a close link between Anston and Roche. There
is a tradition that the monks smelted iron in the hollow near Monk Bridge
(Lindrick) and for this they built an artificial water-course.

1174
Founding of Anston parish Church, dedicated to St James. (This is the date given in
the Crockford’s Clerical Directory. Actually it may have been built some years earlier. There is a Deed dated 1171 signed by Willelmo Clerico de Anestan (William,
Clergyman of Anston). This Church would be small, probably consisting of nave,
north aisle and chancel built in the style of architecture known as ‘Early English’.)
The nave and pillars and arches of the North Aisle of the present church are the
only remains of this first church. Of this, Miss Ellen Armitage, late Hon Assistant
Commissioner on Secondary Education wrote:

“The massive pillars of the north
aisle are Early English, and early
at that.”
The reason why they look in better
condition than those of the south
aisle is that they were extensively
repaired in the restoration of 1886.
A close examination, however,
shows their age.

Anston Church before 1920

From this 12th Century until just over 100 years ago, Anston was in the vast
ecclesiastical parish of Laughton, but before the Reformation an Assistant Curate
lived at Anston to look after the spiritual needs of the village. After the 16th
Century the village enjoyed the services of a resident priest at intervals only.
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1297-1378

TAX

Every government has been forced to raise money to implement its policy. As
early as 1297 Parliament, at the request of King Edward I, levied taxes on personal
goods to maintain the Army. There is a list of payments:
South Anston
Lady Annora de Pierpoint has:
2 horses, price 6s.
4 oxen, price of each 5s.
8 quarters of grain, price per quarter 3s.
12 quarters of oats, price per quarter 12d.

)
)
)
)

Total 62s
The Ninth (tax paid)
6s. 10d.

Abbot of Roche at his cell at Brancliffe:
2 plough oxen, price 6s.
4 oxen, price of each 5s.
13 cows, price of each 3s.
10 quarters of grain, price per quarter 3s.

)
)
)
)

20 quarters of oats, price per quarter 12d.

)

Total £4 5s.
The Ninth (tax paid)
9s. 51/4 d.

North Anston
Gocellin Dayvill
John at the Fountain
John Lyot

Total
Total
Total

25s. 0d.
13s. 6d.
13s. 6d.

The Ninth
The Ninth
The Ninth

2s. 9d.
18d.
18d.

There are several things which are of note:
The prices are fascinating.
The chief landowner has her connections in South Anston. If she did not live there herself, in all probability her bailiff did, and this may account for the church being in South
Anston. It is quite possible that the chief house was situated on the site of Manor Farm.
Notice the possessions of the Abbot of Roche. The monks are the wealthiest landowners
in the village.
In North Anston the man of property is Gocellin Dayvill. This family was of some social
consequence and lived in the village for a long time. However, the family left Anston
before the keeping of the register in the 16th Century. For some period North Anston was
called Anestan Dayvill.
John at the Fountain probably lived in that part of the village which we now call the Wells.
In 1378 Richard II enforced another tax. This time all adults seem to have had to pay –
the average is 4d., but Sir Edmund Pierpoint and his wife had a tax of 20s. and Goslinus
Dayvill and Isabell, his wife, 2s. On this roll there are 130 names. This gives some indication of the size of the village, although the names of children are not given. This roll is
also interesting because it gives occupations – farmers, servants, wrights, masons, smiths,
tailors and shepherds. Quarrying and agriculture seem to be the main occupations.
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The Wells (1920’s)

1345 – 1400

ENLARGEMENT

It is claimed that the Church was rebuilt about the middle of the 14th Century. From
a report given in a local newspaper in 1932, Miss Armitage is quoted as saying;
“There was evidently a great rebuilding of the Church in the Decorated
Period to which the buttresses on both sides belong, and there is also a
Founder’s Tomb on each side of the Nave. There has been a great deal
of modern restoration in the Church and the Chancel Arch and Chancel
are modern, and so are all the windows in the body of the Church, except
one in the South Wall of decorated pattern. The clerestory, I should
judge, to be ancient and decorated; its external corbels are of great
interest and in good preservation owing to the excellent stone of which
the Church is built. One of them is probably intended for a Jew.”
Under the arch of the Founder’s
Tomb in the North Aisle is the effigy
of a woman and child. Their identities are unknown – could they be
members of the Pierpoint or Dayvill
families? Was the church enlarged in
their memory? This effigy is one of
the curiosities of the district and the
greatest care should be taken of this
600-year old treasure.
In the early part of the 15th Century
the tower and spire were added in the
style called Perpendicular.
They resemble the tower and spire of
the Mother Church at Laughton.
Laughton Church (1975)
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1400-1500

CURTAIN FALL

Little is known of the village during this century. This is not surprising because
of the Civil War between the Houses of York and Lancaster. John O’Gaunt
(Lancaster) assumed the ownership of Tickhill Castle in the reign iof Edward III,
and from that time all the land in the district became part of the estates of the
Duchy of Lancaster. There is a tradition that John O’Gaunt had a shooting lodge
on the site of Anston Hall.

1500-1600

ALL CHANGE

During this century Anston experienced the social and religious upheaval
common to the rest of England.
1514

Anston had a new landlord. The Monoux family acquired the estate
from the Pierpoints.

1523

Sir William Draper was Chaplain of the Chapel of Anston, which, at
this time, was the name given to St. James’ Church.

1534

The Church of England broke with the Church of Rome.

1538

Henry VIII closed and sold Roche Abbey. Brancliffe was sold to a
certain William Butler for the price of £20. Some years ago coins of
the reign of Henry VIII were found in the vicinity of Brancliffe.
Could they have been dropped by evicted monks as they fled?

1544

From this time onwards a register of baptisms, marriages and burials
was kept – the oldest in the Deanery of Handsworth. The earlier
ones have been beautifully transcribed.

1549

The first English Prayer Book. Anston people had to get used to the
Reformed Liturgy in English. An Act of Parliament ordered the
destruction of the old service books. Somebody in Anston sewed
some pages of these books into the first register. Unfortunately these
have been cut out, but a few fragments remain.

1552

There is a list of “Church Goodes”.
“two bells, one hand bell, one sanctus bell, holy water vatt, XIIII
hundredth chalyce with one gilt paten – candylstykes, one pyx, one
cope of red sylke – of grene sylke with scarlett and one vest-us.”

1577

In a survey North Anston was called ‘Chapel Anston’. As this name
was given before the founding of either the Congregational Chapel
(1830) or the Primitive Methodist Chapel (1826) it would seem that
there must have ben a chapel in North Anston. Could it be that the
monks of Roche Abbey had built a chapel at North Anston to use for
their ‘Hours’ on their journeys from their monastery to Brancliffe?
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1580

6th October. Robert Bynne (the curate of Anston) was buried. He
was probably one of the last resident clergymen at Anston for about
200 years. After the Reformation there was a great shortage of clergy.

1584

Accounts of the Churchwardens:
“Accompts and recknings of Thomas Kepas and Wittin Hids being
Churchwardens for Anston.
It* p’mis layd out to the Joyner of Carlton for
mending of great bell
It layd out for a new bellstrynge
It for half a hyd of Whytlether bought of
John Kyrke Jnr.
It payd for a hundredth and half of spiking nails
It for a hundredth and half of lead nails
It for bords of John Kyrke
It paid to the plummer
It to Phillip Salding for laying the bords on Church
It for bread and ale
It to Wilson for maiking ye surles
It to the ? for the bords

XId.
XIIId.
XVId.
VId.
VId.
VId.
XVs.
XIIId.
Xiid.
Vd.
Vis.

Recipts:
It
It

p’ms received of George Toule
Received of Woodsyte

XXIs. 1d.
IIIIs.

* It = abbreviation for Item
The receipts in these accounts are for church rates, by which the church was
maintained. These were abolished in 1868 when collections and “special efforts”
were introduced. The item for bread and ale was no doubt provisions for the
“Church Ails” – the predecessor of parochial teas and suppers. Ale and bread
were served in the porch and there were games in the churchyard. There is a
round circle on the south side of the tower which was perhaps used in some game
or other.
From this account it would appear that Woodsetts (Woodsyte) people worshipped
at Anston, for they had to pay the church rate to Anston.
1587

The minister was William Wood.

1595

The Registers recount a dispute over the “Easter Dues” – money to
be paid to the clergyman for the performance of his duties. This
became so serious that the Prebend of Paughton in York Minster had
to ride over to Anston from York to settle the dispute.
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1600-1700

TROUBLE AND STRIFE

Times were hard. The loss of the charity bestowed by monastic houses had led to
vagrancy and trouble. Morality was being undermined by all sorts of stresses.
These are seen in the various offenders from Anston appearing before the court.
One of these was in:
1637

Margaret – of Anston, spinster, was fined for stealing at
Heandsworth a petticoat, a waistcoat, and some oatmeal valued
at 4s., the property of Robert Birks.

There also seems to have been a housing shortage in Anston even in those days.
1637

The Churchwardens and overseers of the Poor (who looked after
the needy and unemployed out of the parish rates) took the
utmost care that the poor of other parishes did not become
chargeable to them. Printed (or written) forms, applicable to the
various circumstances, in order to determine the legal settlement
of migrants from one place to another were in general use.
Richard Scorer of Woodsetts took his case before the Quarter
Sessions at Doncaster –
“WOODSETTS AND KIRK ANSTON – Richard Scorer of
Woodsetts hath lived in parish of Kirke Anston for the space of
one yeare and a halfe last past, where he hath married a wife,
and both of them able to adle theire livinges, but is destitute of
houserooms. Parish of Kirke Anston shall provyde a convenient
house for Richard Scorer for his rent paying, seeing he is noe
ways likely to be chargeable.”
In the same year they were ordered to provide Alice Revill,
“being a poor woman and ympotent” with a house and “such
relief as her necessity shall require, or upon their default the
penalties of the law shall be imposed upon them.”

1642

Civil War broke out and Charles I was executed in 1649.

1654

There came to live at Brancliffe Grange one George Jessop, a
Barrister of the Middle Temple. It is said he had some part in
the trial of the late King. George Jessop and his descendants
were buried in the Chancel of Anston Church, but unfortunately
their tombstones were destroyed in the restoration of 1886.

1642-1660

No records were made in the Registers at the Church. Perhaps,
as in other places, the Registers had been removed from the
Church. However, “the returns” are in the archives at York.
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1662

The death occurred of Mary Hutton, daughter of William
Peigham, and a memorial extolling her virtues is on the south
wall of the Sanctuary.

1678

An Act of Parliament was passed entitled “Act for Burying in
Wool for the Encouragement of the Woolen Manufacturers of
the Kingdom and the prevention of the exportation of money for
the buying and importing of Linen.” Under the terms of the Act:
“…. no corpse of any person (except those who shall die of the
plague) shall be buried in any Shirt, Shift, Sheet, or Shroud
made or mingled with Flax, Hemp, Silk, Hair, Gold or Silver, or
other than what is made of Sheep’s Wool only, nor in any coffin
lined or faced with any Cloth Stuff, or any other thing whatsoever made or mingled with Flax … contrary to the late Act of
Parliament for Burying in Wool, but Sheep’s Wool only.”
An Affidavit had to be sworn in the presence of two witnesses
and certified by a third person of standing at the time of the
burial or within 8 days after. There were severe penalties for
disobeying the Act and for not producing an Affidavit.

1679

Mr Robert Browne, the Curate, noted this family who failed to
obey the Act:
“Jane Tharkowlay was buried May ye seventh AD 1679”.
Memo. “No affidavit was brought me within eight days concerning the internment of Jane Tharkowlay according to the
direction of the said Act. I reported the same to the
Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor.”
The Act was repealed in 1814, but for many years it had been
only partially obeyed.

1698

The Wright family came to reside in Anston, buying land from
the Huttons who were related to the Jessops of Brancliffe.
During the course of the next 200 years it appears they
gradually added to their possessions.
The last member of the Wright family to live at Anston Hall was
Miss Constance Marguerita (Daisy) Wright. She was the
daughter of Mr and Mrs Charles Wright and was awarded the
MBE. She had given 66 years of service to the SSAFA
(Soldiers, Sailors, Airmens Families Association) and the Red
Cross. She had also had a long association with Sheffield Royal
Infirmary and the grounds of Anston Hall were the scene of
many Garden Parties in aid of the Hospital Funds. During the
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Second World War (1939-45) part of Anston Hall was used as
an ARP (Air Raid Precautions) Post. After the war Miss Wright
sold Anston Hall and went to live in Worksop. She died in a
nursing home near Norwich in 1974 at the age of 95. A funeral
service was held in Anston Church and she was buried in the
family grave in the churchyard.

Anston Hall (1900)
Anston Hall was later turned
into flats and bungalows have
been built in the grounds.

Miss Wright

Anston Silver Band (late 1930’s) in Anston Hall Grounds
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1700-1800

STEADY PROGRESS

1701

The Monoux family sold their estate at Anston to the Duke of
Leeds who resided at his mansion, Kiveton hall, on the boundary of Anston Parish. The actual site of Kiveton Hall is not
known, although it is understood that there are still pictures of
the Hall in existence. Many of the Duke’s family are buried in
lead coffins in Harthill Church vaults. The title is now extinct.
In those days our forefathers could rightly claim that Anston
was part of the “Dukeries”.

1720

6th January. Thomas Brice, schoolmaster, was buried.

1743

The report of Archbishop Herring’s Visitation gives a picture of
the village. The Vicar of the village, who lived at Laughton so
would have very little time to spend in Anston, reported that
“there were 92 families in the village. There was a petty school
without any endowment, 50 or more, sometimes fewer, children.
There was no curate. Publick service was read every Lord’s
Day. Sacrament was administered quarterly. Number of communicants 30 (40 or 50 at Easter). (Signed Robert Browne)”

1744

Those who say the weather has changed in the post-war years
will be interested to learn that on 20th July of this year there
was a devastating thunderstorm in this district. The hailstones
(according to a record at Harworth, Notts.) were as big as coins.
Damage was done to crops and property, and in Anston this was
estimated at £208 17s. d. There was no compensation for the
owners, but collections from the church were given to them.

1764

An Act was presented to Parliament couched in the following
words:
“An Act for repairing and widening the road from Worksop in
the County of Nottingham, through the towns of Gateforth,
Ansfon, Afton, handsowrth and Darnall, to the north east end of
Attercliffe, in the County of Yorkshire the same joins the
Turnpike Road from Bawtry to Sheffield.
“Whereas the road leading from Worksop to Attercliffe is in a
very ruinous condition, and so narrow in many places as not only
in Winter and rainy seasons to be quite dangerous, but also in the
Summer Season impassable for wheeled carriages. And whereas
the said road cannot be repaired and widened by the present
method prescribed by law, may it please your Majesty …”
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Sheffield Road – “The Bar” – (1900’s)
The Act then goes on to suggest what can be done, giving the
names of over 100 persons who have signed the documents and
are prepared to subscribe to the cost of the turnpike in the hope
of receiving a good dividend. Unfortunately they received no
dividend because the company went bankrupt and was taken
over by another group. In the architect’s plans South Anston is
still called Church Anston. Three toll bars were erected in
Anston, known as Anston Toll Bar, Anston Side Bar and North
Anston Bar. There is a note in the Vestry Book in 1881 asking
that these toll bars be removed as they obstructed traffic.
The older inhabitants of Anston still refer to that stretch of
Sheffield Road which goes past the Vicarage as “The Bar”.
1770-1816

The Minister was John Clarke.

1771

8th November. The first Methodist Services were held in the
village in the house of Thomas Smith, South Anston. A certificate for holding such services was issued by the Archbishop of
York’s Consistory Court.
No doubt the founding of this Methodist Society was due to the
preaching of John Wesley and his followers. There is a tradition
that John Wesley preached in paradise Square, at South Anston,
hence the name. Wesley lived from 1703 to 1791, so his visit
could have been just before the application was made to the
Archbishop for his licence, the names of those applying for the
licence being Daniel Binstead, James Walker, H. Dowdney,
Samuel Crawshaw, Joseph Garnett and A.M. Stephenson.
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Paradise Square (1900’s) (the triangle at the junction
of Sheffield Road and High Street, South Anston)
1774-1793

The curacy which was worth £79 per annum was augmented
with £600 from Queen Anne’s Bounty.
During this time the church was altered – a gallery erected
under the tower and a choir introduced. From the registers we
learn that farming and quarrying continued to be the main occupations of the people, and the village was almost self-supporting. As there were so many farms in the village and district,
there was a need for something to grind the corn, so there were
three mills in the district – a windmill, a steam mill and a waterdriven mill.
The windmill was erected in 1720 according to the figures on
the great oak supporting post, which measured 6 feet across. It
was situated on
Woodsetts Road
and was pulled
down by Mr Bell
(a local farmer) in
or about 1930. A
house, called
Windmill House,
was built in the
late 1930’s on or
near the site.

Windmill
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Picture of the Steam Mill
The steam mill was near the river at the bottom of Mill Lane,
and up to the early 1930’s the steam boiler was still there
together with the houses and buildings connected with the mill.
There were two houses – the mill house and a smaller one of
the ‘one-up one-down’ type. At the side of these was the engine
house with its large steam boiler driving the grinding stone, and
there were storage places for corn and flour so that there was an
almost complete square of buildings.
At that time South Anston was short of drinking water and it
was suggested that this engine be used at night time to pump
water from a spring known as Booton Wells in the valley near
Todwick to a reservoir to be placed at the top of Crowgate, from
which reservoir pipes would be run to various places in South
Anston where standpipes could be placed for the use of householders. This scheme proved to be too expensive so it was
abandoned.
The Dale
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The water-driven mill was in Lindrick Dale Bottom, and was for
many years the mill to which farmers had to take corn to be
ground, for, from the amount of corn dealt with a certain proportion was kept to pay tithes, etc., which all farmers had to pay.

1800-1900

GROWTH
At the beginning of the century England feared invasion from
the French under the leadership of Bonaparte who became
supreme ruler of France in 1799. In every town and village cavalry troops were raised to form a “Home Guard” in case of invasion. Our forefathers served in the “Kiveton Troop”, whose
headwuarters were at Kiveton Hall. It consisted of men from
Anston, Harthill, Kiveton and Wales. An inn called “The
Kiveton Trooper” was situated at the top of Chapel Walk, South
Anston. Later it became a cottage and the old cottage is now
being renovated (1976). The licensee for this inn was Jerh.
Whitehead.
The “Loyal Trooper” inn could also have taken its name from these
volunteers alhtough there was an inn there for some centuries
previously and tradition has it that it was an old Posting House.

The “Loyal Trooper” Inn, Sheffield Road, South Anston(early 1900’s)
For nearly 200 years members of the same family held the
licence for the “Loyal Trooper”. This tradition was broken
when Mr and Mrs Burdett left the inn in 1969. Mrs Burdett’s
grandfather, Mr George Inman held the licence from 1911 to
1951 and her mother and father, Tom and Dorothy Inman held
the licence from 1951 to 1959. Mr and Mrs Burdett held the
licence from 1959 to 1969.
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The small girl standing at the door of the inn is Mrs Maltby,
who now lives on Worksop Road, South Anston.

“The Loyal Trooper”
(early 1900’s)

Mr George Inman, Licensee 1911-1951

Tom & Dorothy Inman, 1951-1959

Mr. and Mrs. Burdett
(1959-1969) behind the bar,
with Mrs. F. Millar
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The “Loyal Trooper” Inn (1970)

1811

Kiveton Hall was demolished.

1812

31st December. House of John Norman was registered as a
meeting house for Protestant Dissenters, commonly called
Methodists. During the next few years services were held in
various parts of the parish, sometimes at North Anston and
sometimes at South Anston.

1814

14th February. A sect known as “Millenarians” asked the
Archbishop to register them for public worship. These were
believers in the “millenium” – a period of a thousand years,
especially with reference to the reign of Christ with his saints
upon earth.

1815

There was a Parliamentary Grant of £1400 to the curacy.

1816-1818

The Minister was Samuel Cleland.

1818-1830

The Minister was J. Crabtree.

1830-1831

The Minister was John Proctor.

1828-1862

Rev. T. Rowbottom became Assistant Curate. Later he was
appointed the first Vicar of Anston, which now became an
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ecclesiastical parish independent of Laughton. A memorial to
Rev. T. Rowbottom is in the Chancel of the Church.
1830

A group of some 18 persons decided to form a Congregational
Church in North Anston. Help was requested from the Sheffield
Society of that Church, and the Rev. Francis Dixon, in his diary,
reported that on the 17th October 1830 a meeting was held at
North Anston at which Thomas Bell, Charles Bennett and James
Pashley were elected Deacons. It appears that the movement
was mooted by two ladies who came to the village, one to open
a girls’ boarding school, and the other, a cripple, to look after
the school tuck shop. These ladies, the Misses Horton, took
High House on Main Street (now the home of Mr Frith) for the
school.

High House, Main Street, North Anston (1975)
Whilst the entrance to the school was from Main Street, the
shop entrance was from Back Lane. Attached to the house, but
with no connection to it from the inside, was an upper room,
approached by stone steps at the side. This became the ‘room’
of the Congregational Church, and was very useful to the
invalid sister as she could sit in her bedroom and hear the service taking place in the adjoining room. Sunday and weekday
services were regularly held, the majority of preachers coming
from Sheffield.
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1838

Anston has always been a township of many trades and Mr
White in his report in 1838 lists the following:
NORTH ANSTON
AIREY, James – nail manufacturer and registrar
ALDERSON, Wm. – veterinary surgeon
BELL, James – lime burner
BENNETT, Thomas – butcher
BROWN, Wm. – tailor
CHAPMAN, Joseph – schoolmaster
FOX, George – millwright
GOODWIN, John – wheelwright
HENSHAW, Thomas – whitesmith
HIRD, Robert – wheelwright
HORTON, C. – ladies’ boarding school
HORTON, Mary – grocer
JEPSON, Charles – stone mason
LAW, Charles – surgeon
PARKIN, Gervas – carrier to Sheffield every Tuesday at 5 morning
PASHLEY, Joseph – vict. Ball
ROWBOTTOM, Rev. T. – officiating curate
SIKES, Mrs. Mary –
WARING, Wm. – millwright
WELLS, G. Snr. And Jnr. – shoemakers
WHITEHEAD, Samuel – vict. Blacksmith’s Arms and Starch
Manufacturers and Maltster
WRIGHT, George and Charles, Esqrs.
Farmers:

Booth, Humphrey
Silvester, John
Jepson, Sarah
Turner, Robert
Parkin, Gervas
Woodhead, Wm.
Sikes, Wm.
Woodhead, Geo. (and maltster)

LINDRICK (which is in Anston parish)
FIRTH, John – vict. Gate (Canal Side)
ROSE, Edward – corn miller, Wood Mill
ROSE, John – vict. Deepcar Inn
ROSE, Henry – grocer
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Farmers:

Bartrop, Eliz.
Inman, Samuel
Johnson, Joseph
May, George F.
Rose, John

SOUTH ANSTON
BATTERSBY, Thos. – weaver and parish clerk
BATTERSBY, Thos. – shoemaker
BERRY, John – quarry owner
BROOMHEAD, Henry – gentleman
CLAYTON, John – lime burner
FOULDS, George – wheelwright
HALLEY, Charles – plumber
HANSON, Barnet – saddler
HEPWORTH, James – corn dealer
HOLMES, W. and J. – lime burners
JACKSON, Samuel – shoemaker
JOHNSON, Joseph – saddler
LATIMER, William – surgeon
PAULSON, Elizabeth – dressmaker
ROGERS, Elizabeth – shopkeeper
SALMON, Edward – nail manufacturer
TAYLOR, William – gentleman
THORP, John – butcher
UNWIN, Hannah – shopkeeper
UNWIN, William – shopkeeper
WHITEHEAD, Mrs. Ann
WOOD, William – maltster
WRIGHT, George, Esq.
Inns and Taverns:

Kiveton Trooper – Jerh. Whitehead
Leeds Arms – John Whitehead
Loyal Trooper – Wm. Thorpe

Beer Houses:

Morton, Elizabeth
Parkin, George
Woodcock, Wm.

Blacksmiths:

Boaler, Wm.
Ford, George

Tailors:

Clark, John
Foulds, Charles
Parkin, Nat. jun.
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Carrier:

Geo. Green to Sheffield (Tuesday)

Farmers:

Broomhead, George
Rowbottam, Thomas
Booth, Ann
Salman, Wm.
Green, George
Tailor, Wm.
Inman, George
Whitehead, Wm. (and maltster)

Mr White also reports, “Betwixt the two villages is the Parish
School, with 1 rood 24 perch of land, and an annuity of £10.8
for the master teaches four free scholars, and 27 others are educated at the expense of G. and C. Wright, Esqrs. The endowment is supposed to have been left by one of the family Sikes.”

The Old Church Schools from a sketch by Mr C.P. Stringer

1838

Stone must have been quarried in the parish ever since buildings
were built of stone for many important buildings are known to
have been built of Anston stone, and there must be many more
of which we have no record.
When it was decided to rebuild the Houses of Parliament,
London, after the fire in 1834, a Committee was appointed to
find the best stone to use. The following is an extract from a
report read to the Royal Institute of British Architects in 1844
by Mr. Charles H. Smith:
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He says: “As soon as it was determined to rebuild the
Parliament Houses, on a scale of magnificence becoming the
dignity of the British Senate, numerous stone merchants and
proprietors of quarries were vigilant in the hope of supplying
stone for the new fabric. Our neighbours the Normans, lost neither time nor opportunity in their endeavours to persuade the
English that Caen stone was the best material in the world for
the grand object then in contemplation; they not only called
upon and wrote letters to the architect and all the most influential persons in London, but they sent boxes containing samples
of stone, with descriptions, prices and so forth, to many of the
leading members of our Government.
“The importance of the object to be attained, the extraordinary
and conflicting opinions of those persons who were supposed to
be well acquainted with such matters, together with other incidental events, and more especially the recommendations of C.
Barry, Esq., and Sir H.T. de la Beche, induced her Majesty’s
Government to appoint a Commission of Inquiry, to investigate
all circumstances connected with the subject, whose business
should be to determine the most fit and proper stone to be used
for the exterior of the new Houses of Parliament.
“… The Commissioners apopinted were Charles Barry, Esq.,
R.A.; the architect, Sir H.T. de la Beche, F.R.S., F.G.S., on
account of his geological attainments; William Smith, Esq.,
D.C.L., F.G.S., not only for his judgment as a geologist, but
from being long acquainted with the entire country and the
localities of stone, and Mr. Charles H. Smith, as a practical man,
well acquainted with the working of stone.
“It was on leaving Mansfield for Newark on our way into
Lincolnshire in the afternoon of the 19th day of September,
1838, that on approaching thew town of Southwell, rather by
accident than intentionally, we suddenly came in sight of a
church with western and central towers nearly as large as
Westminster Abbey, of an age sufficient beyond all doubt to test
the durability of the stone; its appearance and colour, especially
when viewed by the light and shade received from a western
sun, is extremely beautiful; many of the mouldings and enrichments are as sharp as if just from the workman’s hands; the natural colour of the stone is modified by tints of time and vegetation
which give a luxuriant appearance to the surface, that might be
studied with pleasure and advantage even by the most talented
artist.
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“After examining the venerable monument both externally and
internally with more than ordinary attention, and being
informed that the stone with which the Norman portion is constructed had been obtained from Bolsover Moor, distant eighteen or twenty miles in a contrary direction from that which we
had previously made arrangements to pursue, it was not considered wise or convenient to visit the quarries at that time; we
therefore left Southwell Church with a more favourable impression on our minds of the beauty and durability of Bolsover stone
than of any that we had yet seen, and agreed that it was well
deserving reconsideration.
“In compliance with further instructions from the
Commissioners of her Majesty’s Works, etc., we made a tour of
inspection in the environs of Bolsover during the month of April
1839. We examined several quarries at Kiveton Park, Bolsover
Moor, Anston, Steetley, Mansfield-Woodhouse, and many others
of less importance, extending through a tract of country about
fifteen miles from north to south and averaging about two miles
from east to west, and were perfectly satisfied of the existence
of an abundance of building stone of the best quality, which
might be obtained at a moderate cost and by the Chesterfield
Canal might be transported to Stockwith and then shipped direct
to Westminster at no unusual expense.”
1840-1844

As a result of the report of this Commission, and finding that
the Bolsover quarries were getting worked out and could not
provide sufficient stone for the Parliament building, further
enquiries were made and it was found that Anston stone was of
the same quality and would be suitable to use.
A contract was therefore received to supply 456,485 cubic feet
of stone and it had to be delivered in 260 weeks beginning on
the 1st January 1840 and finishing on 31st December 1844 at
the rate of 110 tons per week. The old road between Quarry
Lane and the Pinfold, south of Anston Hall, was apparently
used, continuing along Penny Piece Lane, Main Street, Mill
Lane, Sheffield Road, West Street, Crowgate and Dog Kennel
Lane to the canal port near what is now Kiveton Park Station.
The stone was conveyed to the canal port on ‘drugs’ which had
wheels about 18” diameter and about 9” wide. These were
pulled by eight horses. From the canal port the stone was taken
by barge to West Stockwith (Nottinghamshire) and then on the
Trent to London.
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At this time the Highway Rate for the two villages was different, and so the people living in South Anston complained that
they were getting very little out of the stone although the cost of
maintaining most of the highway used had to be borne by South
Anston as most of the road was in South Anston Parish.
One interesting fact is that this stone did not last because the
people who shaped the stone failed to observe one very important matter, and that is that stone must always be laid in the
same position as it was when it was quarried. This they failed
to do, and so the cost of maintaining the building has been
much greater than it ought to have been. Other buildings in
London have not had this trouble, for it was only a few years
later that a contract to supply 800,000 cubic feet of stone was
made, also to be shipped to London for the building of
Westminster Palace. Other notable buildings in London of
Anston stone are The Geological Museum, the New Hall,
Lincolns Inn, and the Record Office in Fetter Lane. Out of
London there were the Riding School at Welbeck, St. Cuthbert’s
College, Worksop, and, of course, the Methodist Church at
South Anston. Strangely enough, though in later years quarries
were opened near Roche Abbey, the Abbey itself is built of
Anston stone.
In addition to using the stone for building, the pieces which
were not suitable for that purpose were burned in the lime kilns,
of which there were many in the district, lime being a most useful asset to the farmer and the builder – and also to the housewife to whitewash walls and ceilings.

Lime Kilns, off Quarry Lane, North Anston (1969)
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Limestone face in disused Anston Quarry (1969)
1846

The Methodists found a home in the “Lodge Room” over the
stables of “The Leeds Arms”, but as this was not very suitable
endeavours were made to find other accommodation.

The Leeds Arms
1847

Woodsetts was separated from Anston and became a separate
ecclesiastical parish.

1850

Repairing and extension of the Church Schools. The Boys’
School had been built in 1827 and the Girls’ School was built in
1850. The building of the Girls’ School and the repairs to the
Boys’ School were paid for by the Misses Roberts who were
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patrons of the Church. Their home was at “The Towers”,
Sheffield, but they had a summer residence in Anston situated
on The Green and now known as “The Gate House”. The east
window of the chancel and the east window of the North Aisle
of the Church have stained glass in memory of members of the
Roberts’ family.

The Boys’ Church School (1975)
now used as kitchen for the Church Hall

The Girls’ Church School (1969)
now a Branch of the Rotherham Borough Library (1976)
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Used at various times as a hall for social gatherings, whist
drives, dances, etc. an annexe of the Kiveton Park Rural District
Council (ration books were issued from here during the Second
World War) and Ministry of Labour; and an annexe for the
Primary School.
1851-1882

The Minister was George Prime Jennings

1862-1871

In the year 1862 the Methodists secured a room measuring 20
feet by 14 feet. Though somewhat better than the previous
meeting place at “the Leeds Arms”, it was only a room over a
cottage, approached from Maltkiln Yard by an outside flight of
steps which were both dark and dangerous to negotiate.
Notwithstanding these unfavourable conditions, the little church
prospered, and in the following year so increased that the idea
of building a chapel was entertained. This idea was realised and
the old room was abandoned in 1871. The chapel erected at
that time was in constant use until the opening of the new
church in 1935.

The photograph shows the Wesleyan Chapel built in 1871. The
gentleman on the left is standing at the bottom of the path leading to Maltkiln Yard. West Street looked like this up to 1933.
1866

6th June. The shaft of Kiveton Park Colliery was commenced.
This brought change to the village, for the men found another
source of employment besides quarring and agriculture.

1868

The Church Rate (for the very last time) was 1?d.

1871

March. A peal of 6 bells was given to the Church by George
Wright, South Anston and Barnard Platts Broomhead of
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Sheffield, Gentleman. The founders were J. Taylor and
Company, Loughborough.
1878

A Minute Book and an Account Book dated 1878 contain the first
records of Primitive Methodism. A meeting was held in Brother
Jonathan Robinson’s House, Hillside, North Anston; Brother Jas.
Horsley from Kiveton was Chairman, and Brother Hall, Secretary.
Brother Robinson was elected Superintendent – a task he did well
for some 35 years. His assistant was Brother Thomas Starr and 4
male and 8 female teachers were elected to office.
As the Chapel on Hillside was so small it was decided that the
Sunday School Anniversary should be held in Mr Fred Lodge’s
croft, where the crags – known as Hallelujah Crags – are and
would be in a tent. In the minutes it is reported “that a good ham
tea be provided on the Monday for 250 people at the charge of 1s.
each, and that the children be given free tea on the Tuesday.

The end of the house on Hillside, North Anston (1975) used in 1838
as a meeting place for the Primitive Methodists. The house on the
right, Mulberry Villa (1975), was originally called Mulberry Hall
and was once the home of refugees from the French Revolution, 1789
The accounts of 1838 make interesting reading:
Oil for lamps cost 1s. 8d. a gallon;
Candles were 1d. each;
Coal was 3s. 11d. a ton, delivered;
Miss Horton was paid
3s. 0d. for a brush
3s. 8d. for a tablecloth
1s. 0d. for 5 lbs of soap;
Blacklead for cleaning and polishing the stove cost 1d. a block.
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However, the Primitive Methodists were not satisfied with the
existing conditions – the owner of the property, Mr Sikes, failed
to do the needed repairs to keep the place waterproof and so the
Methodists began to look for a site for a new building.
1880-1882

The only existing School Records for the Boys’ School dates
from 1880. The Log Book for that year marks the beginning of
the headship of ROBERT COATES. The number of boys present at all was 65, the average being 58.7. The following entries
provide interesting reading:
30th April 1880 At this time the Methodists were still known
as Dissenters. “Owing to the Annual Festival
held by the Dissenters attendance has not been
quite as regular this week.”
23rd July 1880

South Anston Feast.

6th August 1880 Friday. “Haymaking has considerably
affected the average attendance. We are
informed by the School Attendance
Committee that no strict measures will be
resorted to until the harvest has been
in-gathered.”
3rd Sept 1880

Friday. “The Harvest Holidays (four weeks)
commence this afternoon.” “On the first week
back the weekly average was only 32.9 – less
than half.”

18th Feb 1881.

There was a School Inspection. “The average
attendance in the Boys’ School must not be
allowed to exceed the number suited to the
accommodation, i.e. 55, otherwise the grant
will be forfeited.”

October 1881

The school was extended.

January 1882

There was another School Inspection by an
H.M.I. (Her Majesty’s Inspector)
“69 boys were examined
64 passed in reading
65 passed in writing
66 passed in arithmetic

March 1882

94%”

There was a meeting of the Managers.
“Expenditure being considerably above
Income, the Head Teacher’s salary be reduced
by one-third of grant. Head resigned.”
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1882-1884

10th July.

John Challener became Head Teacher. There
were some “free” children in the school.

25th Sept 1882

“Poor attendance – Gleaning.”

10th Oct 1882

“North Anston Feast – half day holiday.”

27th Oct 1882

“Gave out regularly-ruled slates to Standard 1.
Relieving Officer called to pay school fees of
several children.

20th Feb 1883

“When the fox-hounds meet anywhere in the
district the attendance is always poor as par
ents give their children leave to stay away.
This afternoon the hounds got into a field
adjoining the school about a quarter-of-anhour before school began and about a dozen
of the boys followed them, not returning to
school until nearly three o’clock. The Head
Teacher sent them home again, reserving
punishment.”

21st Feb 1883

“Kept the boys in both noon and night.”

13th July 1883

“Half day holiday in consequence of the girls
having treat provided by Miss Roberts of
Sheffield.”

10th Jan 1884

“Very few boys at school this afternoon owing
to a ‘coursing’ meeting being held in the village.”

1883-1907

The Minister was William Harrison Rigg

1884

A pipe line was laid from The Wells at North Anston to
Sheffield Road, South Anston, and a pump erected from which
water could be collected. The pump was removed when the
Turner Memorial Methodist Church was built (1935), but the
well is still there, covered with large stones, and bushes have
been planted. However, when there have been faults in the
Sheffield water supply, this well has been opened up and a stand
pipe erected.

1884

The Head Teacher was assisted by a Monitor when one was
available. The Monitor was trained by the Head Teacher – they
usually met one hour before school and went over the day’s les35

sons. The Monitor could progress to Pupil Teacher, then to
College or Pupil Teacher Centre and eventually become a teacher.

1884-1905

11th June 1884

“Managers agreed to take William Fisher, who
passed Standard 7 last year, as Pupil Teacher
when the present monitor’s notice expires.”

28th July 1884

Mr. C. P. Stringer became Head Teacher.

23rd Sept 1884

“This morning on unlocking the school door I
found it was bolted on the inside. When we
were in school I found out the boys who had
done this but let them off with a warning. My
leniency seems to have had a bad effect. This
afternoon we could not get in until 1.40 and
then only by scrambling through one of the
windows and taking off the school door lock.
I found that several boys have locked the
door, have got the key with them and are
truanting. Boys flogged next day.”

Mr Stringer with a class of boys
Top Row:
Second Row:
Third Row:
Bottom Row:

Tom Bell, Rob. Smith, Hy. Presswood, Ben Lidster,
F. Smith, F. Clarkson
Jack Gillott, Hedley Presswood, J. Mangham,
Joe Smith, Jim Bland, ?
Hy. Clamp, Alma Ford, J. Wilcox, Bill Bland,
Hy. Airey, Hbt. Presswood, A. Hall, A. Moor
C. Moor, A. Turner, Hy. Platts, Tom Platts,
W.M. Smith, A. Bird
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Mr Stringer lived at the top of
New Road (now Ryton Road).
The porch was taken off the
side of the house when the
road was widened.

1885

An entry in the School Log Book, from the Attendance Officer:
“I suppose Mr Chambers has done the same as the farmers in
this neighbourhood, employed the parents to pull peas and the
parents employed their own children – it is done all over the
country – it is the poor people’s harvest – do you think it wise
to harrass and worry me to death for me to harrass and worry
them to death in face of the holidays. I leave it to your judgment.”
When there was a wet harvest month as in 1885, school holidays had to be extended.

1886

22nd November. After undergoing extensive alterations and
improvements, the Church was re-opened by the Archbishop of
York. The work had been carried out under the direction of a
Restoration Committee, of which the Vicar (the Rev. W.H. Rigg)
was Chairman, and the Churchwardens (Messrs. J.E. Holmes
and T. Rich) were members. Mr. J.D. Webster of Sheffield was
the architect.
The following is an extract from a local newspaper dated 18th
December 1886 which was reproduced in the Anston and
Woodsetts Church Magazine, September 1969.
“The whole of the old box seats have been removed, and in their
place open ones of a more convenient kind have been intro37

duced. The north aisle and north chancel walls were built of
rubble stone, and were found to be in a most insecure condition,
having little or no foundation to rest upon.These have been
rebuilt as far as possible from the old material, and faced with
wrought stone inside. The necessity of using stucco has thus
been avoided, and it is hoped the appearance of damp, which
showed so lamentably on the walls in the past, has been overcome. A new organ chamber and vestry have been built at the
south side of the chancel, the organ having been previously a
block in that part of the building, and there being no sign of any
vestry to be found. The gallery has been removed, and the view
at the west end opened out. The west doorway, too, which had
been built up both inside and outside for something like two feet,
has been lowered to its original level, and a charming entrance to
the church has been secured. The roofs of both nave and chancel
were found to be in so decayed a state as to render new ones an
absolute necessity. The chancel roof has been raised as nearly as
possible to its original pitch. A very beautiful carved oak pulpit,
the work of Messrs. Elwell & Son of Beverley, has been placed
in the church by Mrs. Crust, in remembrance of the late Mr.
Crust of Beverley. The choice of contractor, out of a number of
applications, fell to Mr. William Kirkby of South Anston. The
whole of the masonry and woodwork, (including the carved oak
screen at the west end and the elegant oak choir stalls) has been
carried out by Mr. Kirkby in a very highly satisfactory manner.
The entire cost of the work, so far as it has proceeded amounts to
£1,750. After the Archibishop’s address Archedeacon Blakeney
appealed to the children of the parish to collect for the restoration of the south aisle porch.”

Carved oak screen at the west end of the church (early 1900’s)
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East window, altar, choir stalls and organ before the Restoration of 1969

Carved oak pulpit
1886

An attempt to place Anston in the County of Nottinghamshire
was squashed.

1888

The first County Councils. Anston was in the West Riding
County Council which had its headquarters at Wakefield.

1891

Population South Anston 397

North Anston 481
The Railway came to Anston.
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(60 of these were in an‘island’
of Dinnington Parish situated
in part of the triangle of Main
Street, West Street and
Sheffield Road.)

1890

The South Aisle of the Church was repaired through the generosity of Sir Samuel Roberts, and the porch was rebuilt from
money collected by the children of the parish. The Vestry
Committee made a request that a brass plate be placed in the
porch to commemorate this effort by the children.

Porch on the south side of the Church (1975)
1892

The brass plate was placed on the east wall of the porch. It
reads:
“The Children’s Porch
This Porch was built A.D. 1890
The funds were provided to a considerable
extent by means of sums offered and
collected by children of this parish.
Sept. 1892”

1893

Roadmen to be paid 20s. per week. In those days, and indeed
up to about 1939, men were employed by the Council to keep
the roads and footpaths clean. Each man had a certain length of
road for which he was responsible.

1893

4th February. Lamps lit in the streets for the first time.

1894

First Parish Council which replaced the Vestry Committee. The
first Clerk to Anston Parish Council was Mr. James Airey.

1894

Entry in School Log Book. “Alterations to school essential.
Ceilings lifted 3’ 6”. First cloakroom provided.”
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1895

1898

Entry in School Log Book. “Classroom for about 80 boys. 16’
x 32’. 1 room 15’ x 11?’.”
8th Feb 1895.

“This morning the outside temperature at 9.30
was 2ºF (30º frost) while inside the tempera
ture was 24ºF. The ink in all the pots was
frozen to solid lumps and did not thaw out
before noon.”

21st June.

A torch-light procession paraded round the
village to mark the 61st Anniversary of Queen
Victoria’s Accession.

1899

The Church organ, of two manuals and pedals with a total of 19
stops and approximately 1100 pipes was built by Albert Keates
of Sheffield. It was maintained over the years by Keates and is
now maintained by his successors.
School was closed. Eight children died from pneumonia
following measles.

1900-1939

CONTINUED GROWTH

1903

Sinking of Dinnington Colliery Shaft
As more collieries in South Yorkshire were opened, the need for
transporting the coal grew. It was decided to build a railway
from Shireoaks to Doncaster through Anston, Dinnington,
Maltby and Tickhill. Later a branch line was made from Anston
Junction to Braithwell where it joined the Hull and Barnsley
Railway. As soon as Anston Parish Council heard of this line
they immediately requested that Anston be provided with a passenger and goods station. The request was granted and the station built near the bridge at the bottom of Mill Lane, South
Anston. In addition to the goods trains carrying coal, passenger
trains were soon running between Worksop and Doncaster – two
each way during the week and three each way on Saturdays.
Only excursion trains, usually to Cleethorpes, ran on Sundays.
When the bus service to Worksop started the train service suffered, and so the service was withdrawn. During the Second
World War (1939-45) Anston Station, because it was made of
wood, was removed to somewhere in Scotland, the Scottish
Station having been blitzed. However, the line is still very
much in use (1976), the main transport being coal.
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The bridge at the bottom of Mill Lane, South Anston. Entrance to the
station was by way of the gate at the bottom right of the photograph.

Anston Station buildings behind the ‘footballers’.
Some names: Doncaster, Illsleys, Platts, Bartons, Wooley,
Buxton, Foulds, Sadler.
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A goods train on the railway line
(view from North Anston to South Anston)

The first engine to run on Anston Railway. The gentleman sitting at
the front of the engine is Mr. Barnet Clarke, Mrs. Mallender’s father.
1904

Entries in the School Log Book.
“West Riding County Council on the scene following the
passing of the 1902 Act.
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25th Feb 1904.

School closed for West Riding Report on
buildings.

15th July 1904. Building operations are going on apace in the
field on the north side of the school. Five
brick cottages are being built and the pleasant
view of the field and trees will soon be shut
out. It would have been a good thing if a
piece of this land had been secured by the
Managers on which to carry out any extension
of the school in the future.

Houses on Sikes Road, probably some of the cottages
referred to above (early 1900’s).
1905

From the County Concil’s Report on the School:
“It is proposed to reorganise these schools making the present
Boys’ School and Infants’ School and the larger building
(probably the Girls’ School) a Mixed School.”
3rd July 1905. Staff:
Infants’ Headmistress
Girls’ Headmistress
Boys’ Headmaster

Miss Rook
Miss Bryant
Mr. C. P. Stringer

Sup. Teacher
2nd Sup. Teacher

Miss M. Stringer

Pupil Teacher
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Miss B. Crowther
Miss H. Robertshaw

Mr Stringer and Miss Crowther with a class

An older Mr. Stringer. He was
the artist who produced some
of the sketches.
Miss M. Stringer

1905

28th August to 31st October. Mr. R. J. Theakston became
Headmaster of the School.

1905-1907

Mr. H. D. Clavell became Headmaster. In 1906 there were 169
children, 1 pupil teacher, 1 Sup. Teacher and the Headmaster.
28th March 1907.Mr. Clavell left.
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1907-1908

Mr. Tordoff became the temporary Headmaster.

1907-1911

The Vicar was the Rev. John St. Leger Blakeney.

1908

The Church Schools were replaced by a new school built to
accommodate 420 scholars. It cost £5,009 and was opened on
the 29th August 1908 by Lady Clegg, wife of Sir William Clegg.

1908-1921

1st September. Mr. Watkinson was the first Headmaster of the
new School – North and South Anston County Council School.
There were 197 children (103 boys, 94 girls), 2 C.A. Teachers,
1 Sup. Teacher and 1 Uncertificated Teacher.

North and South Anston County Council School

Water tower
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1910

Piped water came to Anston. A water tower was erected on
Woodsetts Road, North Anston, in order to store the piped water
from Sheffield. This water tower has been a landmark for miles
around.The house is the residence of the manager for the Water
Authority.

1910-1920’s

The following is an extract from the Parish Magazine, February
1957:
“Congratulations –
“Once more Mr. H. M. Turner has helped to ring out the Old
Year and ring in the New Year. Despite his 80 years, he still
rings for Sunday evening services and has a remarkable
memory for ringing the various methods.
“We understand he has been ringing for 65 years and is one of
the famous Anston Ringers who held what was believed to be
the World Record, being able to ring more than 200 methods on
six bells.
“This was in the years between 1910 and the 1920’s. It is
believed this record has never been equalled.
“We offer Mr. Turner our heartiest congratulations.”

Anston Bellringers in the 1900’s
Back row:
Mr. H. Stenton (grandfather of
Mr. John Stenton, Organist),
Mr. S. Smith, Mr. F. Fowler
Front row:
Mr. W. Platts, Mr. H. Turner,
Mr. R. Smith.
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(left) and Mr. J. Cocking (Sexton)

Mr.
H.
Turner

Mr. Turner was also a stonemason. This photograph was taken
outside the Roberts’ Family Vault. Stone from this Vault was
used round the Communion Rail in the 1969 Restoration.
1911

Congregational services continued to be held in the “Room” at
the High House. The ‘furniture’ consisted of backless forms,
home-made pulpit stand, one oil lamp and text cards on the walls.
The members of the Church decided to look for something better.
Mr. George Fisher, a member of the Church, and the owner of
the shop on Main Street (now Kelk’s Off Licence) gave the land
and the present building was opened on the 9th August, 1911.

Congregational Church, Main Street, North Anston (1975)
(now United Reformed Church)
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The three Deacons were Mr. Hopkinson, Mr. Fisher and Mr.
Robbins, all of North Anston. Later, Mr. A. Pickard of North
Anston, Head Master of Dinnington County Council (now the
Primary) School joined this society, assisted by Mr. Charles
Hall and his sister, Miss Edith Hall. For many years these three
kept the Church open through very difficult times.
1912-1913

The site in The Wells was bought on lease from the Duke of
Leeds (later the Duke made the land freehold) for the building
of a Church for the Primitive Methodists. Originally it was
intended for a Church-cum-School and was built by J. W. Revill
and Sons at a cost of £800. This building was set back into the
croft (known as Taylor’s croft) so that at a later date another
building could be placed in front, one building to be used as the
Church and the other as the Sunday School. The second building never materialised – with Methodist Union the two
Methodist Churches in Anston (Wesleyan Methodist and
Primitive Methodist) became one body.

Primitive Methodist Church, North Anston (1975)
1912-1938

The Vicar was the Rev. Robert Hodgson. Mr. Hodgson ws married
with one son, George, and four daughters, Alice, Ellen, Margaret
and Mary. In 1938 Mr. Hodgson became the Vicar of the church at
Hooton Roberts, near Doncaster.

Rev. Robert Hodgson,Margaret and Mary
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When Mr. Hodgson first came to Anston the Vicarage was the house
which is now (1976) called Anston House, although the older residents still
refer to it as “The Old Vicarage”.

Anston House, Ryton Road, North Anston (1975)

The ‘New’ Vicarage, South Anston (1975)
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1910

Accession of King George V. Anston celebrated the Coronation
by decorating the streets.

Main Street, North Anston
1914-1918

During the Great War the children of Anston raised funds to buy
an Ambulance. This photograph shows some of the children
grouped round the Ambulance.
The boy marked X is Arthur Davies, brother to Mrs. Maltby.
The boy with his head tilted backwards is James Turner, later to
become Lord Netherthorpe and a Past President of the National
Farmers’ Union.
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1918

Armistice. The end of the Great War. Anston celebrated by
decorating the streets and provided a ‘tea’ for the homecoming
soldiers. The tea was held in the Council School hall.

1920

The Lychgate of dressed stone was erected to the memory of the
men of Anston who died, and who served, in the Great War,
1914-1918.
It cost £1,000 and was
opened by Mrs. Wright of
Anston Hall.

This photograph was taken
in 1935 and shows two
important guests at the
opening of the “Garden of
Remembrance”.
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1921

The Kiveton Park Estate of the Duke of Leeds sold.

1921-1951

Mr. James R. Hodgson became Headmaster of North and South
Anston Council School. At this time there was a separate
Infants School.

Mr Hodgson at his desk.
A familiar figure in Anston for many
years Mr. Illsley (School
‘bobby’)

Mr Hogg, Caretaker for many years.

Staff in the early 1930’s
Left to right: Miss Lidster, Mr.
Hodgson, Miss Smith, Mr.
Betteridge, Miss Crowther,
Mr. Hawkins
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1923-1924?

Up to this time the main road from Sheffield to Worksop went
through South Anston village. As this road was narrow with
sharp bends in it, especially near the Church, and as vehicles
became bigger and faster, it was decided to make a by-pass. This
by-pass was built to the north of Sheffield Road. At that time
there were no houses between Sheffield Road and the Railway.

Sheffield Road, South Anston

The road known as
“New Road”.
Ryton Road ended at
the Church Schools.

The fields to
the east of
“New Road”
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View from North Anston to South Anston before the by-pass (A57) was made

Junction of A57 and Sheffield Road
The planners could never have foreseen how dangerous this by-pass has become.
Accidents have been frequent, many of them fatal. Anston people who have been
killed include three children, Annie Woolley, James Harrison and Andrew Poad,
and three men, Mr. Cartlidge, Mr. Hogg and Mr. Green.

Crossroads (1975)
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1920’s

For many years Burgess’s Garage on Sheffield Road had served
the needs of the motorist. With the opening of the bypass
Burgess’s garage was no longer convenient and so a new garage
was opened. This was on the site now occupied by H. M.
Wainwright (1975).

Burgess’s Garage, Sheffield Road, South Anston (1975)

H. M. Wainwright’s Garage, A57, South Anston (1975)
1926

First Council Houses built in North Anston – Nursery Road,
Plantation Avenue and Nursery Crescent. For many years this
house on Nursery Crescent was the home of the Anston
“Bobby”.
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1928

The peal of six bells were re-hung and the tenor bell recast.
Two additional bells were then given in memory of Dr. D. M.
Clark, sometime Churchwarden, and James Turner, Justice of
the Peace.

Bellringers in 1928.
From left to right: Chas. F. Fowler, Gordon Turner, Claude
Airey, Frank Stenton, Henry Stenton, Rev. R. Hodgson, Wm.
Platts, Edgar Stenton, Willie Stenton (a member of the Handbell
team)
Seated: Herbert Turner, Ernest Bennett
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At this time, and indeed up to about 1956, there was a penalty
for bellringers who were late.
“Fines – if late between
1 - 5 minutes
5 - 10 minutes
10 - 15 minutes

1d.
2d.
3d.

All absences for sickness and holidays allowed. Any other
absences – fine 3d.
The total paid by way of fines was divided equally between all
ringers at the year end. Some were very often late; some were
rarely late.”
It was about this time that the Bellringers were also successful
in a contest, probably the Crawford Cup Contest.
1931

A tea and social evening was held at West Bank, South Anston,
the home of Mr. A.E.M. Turner, J.P., Chairman of the Directors
of Messrs. James Turner & Sons Ltd., Lime and Stone
Merchants, Kiveton Park. Five employees, who had a total of
279 years with the firm, were entertained together with a number of others who each had 40 years’ continuous service. The
five principal guests were:
Mr. T. Robertshaw, 60 years’ service (easy chair)
Mr. John Burgess, 58 years’ service (clock)
Mr. F. Lidster, 56 years’ service (clock)
Mr. F. Bland, 54 years’ service (clock)
Mr. G. Brammer, 51 years’ service (clock)
The tea coincided with Mr. Robertshaw’s 74th birthday, and the
tea table was graced with a magnificent birthday cake in honour
of the event.
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Mr. James Forman, who had been employed for 43 years on the
agricultural side of the firm was presented with an easy chair. Mr.
Forman, in thanking Mr. Turner for the handsome gift, emphasised
the friendliness which existed in the firm, both between the
employers and the employees, and also amongst those employed.
He said he was never told he was doing too much work – or that
he was not doing enough, so he thought he was just working right.

West Bank, West Street,
South Anston, home for
many years of Sir James
Turner, now Lord
Netherthorpe

The house built on the site
of West Bank, West Street
(1970’s)
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1931

The Welfare Institute built at the entrance to Anston Welfare.

Anston Welfare Institute (1975)
1933

The cottages in Maltkiln Yard, West Street, South Anston, were
demolished, the residents moving into Council Houses which
had been built on Sheffield Road, South Anston.
The 14 cottages on the site, some constructed out of derelict
malt kilsn, were owned by Miss Rodgers who lived, with her
sister, in a house at the bottom of West Street.

Five cottages at the top end of Maltkiln Yard. There was
another cottage at the top of the steps on the left-hand side.
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Miss Rodgers felt very severely the hardship of losing the
income from the property and the expense of pulling it down.
Because of its Methodist connections (the “Old Room” which
had been used for Methodist meetings from 1862 to 1871), Mr.
A. E. M. Turner, J.P., acquired the property.
1934-1935

The site of Maltkiln Yard was transformed into a garden,
designated “The Garden of Remembrance”.

The exact site of the “Old Room” is enclosed with the stone
which once formed the walls of the meeting place above, and
the stone which surrounded the original fire grate was made into
an open-air pulpit, accommodating a memorial stone on which
is written:
“GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE
Opened by His Worship the Lord Mayor of Sheffield
(Alderman Fred Marshall)
and dedicated by the Rev. Robert Hodgson (Vicar)
to the membery of the Founders of Methodism who
worshipped here before the building of the present
chapel in 1871. ‘And when your children shall ask
what meaneth these stones which ye have set up?
Then shall ye say Our fathers worshipped in this mountain.’ ”
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Site of “Old Room” (1975)

A pinnacle from the Houses of
Parliament brought to Anston
and placed in “The Garden of
Remembrance” (photograph
taken 1950)

Anston people at the opening of
“The Garden of Remembrance”
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West Street, South Anston, showing the trees in
“The Garden of Remembrance” (1975)
For many years the “Garden” was open to the public, but it has
been closed for several years because of vandalism. In 1975 the
Anston Parish Council were looking into the possibility of the
“Garden” being opened to the public once more.
1935

There was a re-organisation in education. Up to this date
children who failed the 11+ examination and did not therefore
qualify for a place at a Grammar School (either Maltby or
Woodhouse) stayed at the Council School unti lthe school
leaving age of 14. On the 2nd September 1935, the Dinnington
Secondary (Modern) School was opened and these children
were transferred to that school. Mr. R. Pickard was its first
Headmaster and Miss E. Storey (later to become Mrs.
Goldthorpe) its first Headmistress.
This transfer resulted in fewer children at the Council School
and two members of the staff were also transferred, Miss Smith
to Dinnington Junior School and Mr. Hawkins to the Secondary
(Modern) School.

1935

The Turner Memorial Methodist Church was built.
Mr. James Turner (1845-1924) of West Bank Farm was a very
prominent member of the Anston Methodists and it was he who,
in 1871, after great difficulty, had secured from the Duke of
Leeds the site for the Methodist Chapel. The area was very
restricted and only granted on a short lease. Some years later Mr.
Turner purchased the freehold and presented it to the Trustees.
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The limitations of the site were very obvious and Mr. Turner
negotiated with the owners of the adjacent properties with a
view to making further improvements. In the early 1900’s he
purchased the cottages and also made a further purchase from
the Duke of Leeds.
Mr James Turner

Mr. Turner had also become the
owner of the stone quarries at
Anston and Kiveton Park. He died
on the 21st January 1924, and he
instructed his sons that if, and
when the time came that the
Methodist Society could undertaken an extension scheme, he desired
that the property and land which he
had acquired for this purpose
should be put at their disposal. The
depression of industry in South
Yorkshire during the late 1920’s
made impracticable the carrying
out of any extension scheme at that
period and nothing was done.

In the early 1930’s a Demolition Order was issued on the cottages in Chapel Yard. (These cottages can be clearly seen in the
photograph on page ….). The time for the accomplishment of
Mr. Turner’s purpose had arrived. The four sons of the late Mr.
James Turner decided to erect a church in memory of their
father and to present it to the Methodist Society.
It was decided that the Church should be built of Anston stone
and be of Norman style, inasmuch as the beautiful Norman portion of Southwell Cathedral had played so great a part in the
selection of Anston Quarries as the source of supply of the stone
for the Houses of Parliament. The church was designed by Mr.
B. D. Thompson, L.R.I.B.A., of Worksop.
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The Turner Memorial Methodist Church, Sheffield Road, South Anston

Anston Quarrie
The tablet in the porch reads:
“To the Glory of God.
This church was erected in the year A.D. 1935 by
A. E. M. Turner, J.P.
P. J. M. Turner (Lord Mayor of Sheffield)
J. W. M. Turner
G. H. M. Turner
In memory of their father
James Turner, J.P.
Born at Anston 6th January 1845
Died 21st January 1924
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The three stained glass windows in the Apse were presented by
Mrs. Edith Stevenson and Mrs. Frances A. Walker, the daughters
of the late Mr. James Turner. The centre window represents the
appearance of Jesus to the Apostle James, after the resurrection,
and is dedicated to the memory of James Turner, J.P. the left
window represents one of the “Mothers of Salem” bringing her
children to Jesus, and is dedicated to the memory of Sarah
Mann Turner, wife of James Turner and mother of his children,
died 2nd July 1882. The right window represents the appearance of Jesus to Mary after the resurrection, and is dedicated to
the memory of Mary Gurnell Turner, the second wife of James
Turner, died 19th November 1923.

The stone pulpit is a magnificant piece of
craftsmanship, executed by Mr. A. Edwin
Presswood in memory of his father and
mother, William and Frances Presswood,
the latter being a sister of Mr. James
Turner.

1937

The drinking fountain in
Anston Welfare (1975)
Coronation of
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George VI. Anston marked the occasion by erecting a drinking
fountain in the Welfare, and a bus shelter at “The Pond”.
There was a pond in the corner of the field in which the signpost
is seen. For many years the road was always flooded after rain
until larger drainpipes were used to take away the excess water.

The
bus shelter at the Pond Corner, North Anston (1975)
1938-1963

The Vicar was the Rev.
Reginald Lyne. He was
married with one son.
Mrs. Lyne died on 3rd April
1954 and Mr. Lyne died on
8th September 1963. They
are both buried in Anston
Churchyard.
Their son, Peter, is now a
Vicar.

1939-1945

Second World War. Just as in every other village, town and city
in Great Britain, the men and women of Anston were called up
into the Armed Forces or joined voluntary organisations. There
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were branches of the A.R.P. (Air Raid Precautions) with its
headquarters at Anston Hall, the Home Guard, and Special
Constables.
The names of the servicemen who died have been inscribed on a
tablet in the Lychgate, which is the memorial to the men of the
First World War.
1951-1973

Mr. R. Beasley became Headmaster of the North and South
Anston Junior Mixed and Infants School. Towards the end of
Mr. Beasley’s Headship there were quite a number of extensions
to the school and the name was changed to Anston Brook
School.

Staff at the School in 1967
Back Row:
Front Row:

1945-1976

Mrs. Wells, Mrs. Higgins, Mr. Smart,
Mr. Beasley, Mrs. Ashley, Mrs. Jeffreys
Mrs. Scampton, Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Smart,
Miss Lidster, Miss Frith, Mrs. Skellern

POPULATION EXPLOSION!
The population of Anston has grown from 600 in 1801 to some
8,000 at present. The actual population figures are:
1801
1831
1851
1871
1891

…
…
…
…
…

625
840
1066
1202
1378
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1911
1931
1951
1961
1971

…
…
…
…
…

2184
2293
2651
3487
7288

1946

The council houses on the west side of Mill Lane, and on
Wilberforce Road at South Anston were built.

1953

The council houses on the Windmill Estate at North Anston
were built, with more houses and old-age pensioners’ bungalows
being built over the next 20 years.

1955

3rd December. The Church Hall was opened by Miss E. Wilson of
Holmesfield. The Architect was Mr. T. I. Frith, B.A., A.R.I.B.A.,
and the builder was Mr. C. H. Mirfin. The Hall was built on to the
old Boys’ Church School, that part being used as a kitchen.

Anston Church Hall

1957

Opening of Anston Park School, off Nursery Road, North Anston.
Thirty children who lived on Nursery Road, Plantation Avenue
and Nursery Crescent were transferred to the new school.

1961-1976

In the ten years from 1961 to 1971 the population of Anston more
than doubled. The building of the M1 motorway in the early
1960’s with an access point at Aston, about 2 miles from Anston,
and touching Tinsley near Sheffield, made travelling to and from
Sheffield to work so much quicker and easier. Also, the rateable
value of houses in Anston, being so much cheaper than in
Sheffield, living in Anston and working in Sheffield became much
more economical and desirable. Private housing estates have been
(and are being) developed on land previously owned by Manor
Farm and West Bank Farm at South Anston. In North Anston private houses have been (and are being) developed on land previously owned by Manor Farm and West Bank Farm at South Anston.
In North Anston private houses have been (and are being) built on
land on both sides of Nursery Road, on Quarry Lane and on
Rackford Lane. Eventually Woodsetts Road, North Anston, and
Swinston Hill Road, Dinnington, will be linked with houses and
roads.
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To cater for the extra children in the villages, two more Junior
Mixed and Infants Schools were built. Anston Hillcrest School,
South Anston, (behind the Church) was opened in September
1969 which meant that children living south of the A57 did not
have to cross that very busy and dangerous road to go to school.
In 1973, Anston Greenlands School, (behind Nursery Crescent)
was opened.
1963

1964-1974

December. Highfield House, a home for elderly people on
Woodsetts Road, North Anston, was opened by Mr. David
Griffiths, Member of Parliament for the Rother Valley.
The Vicar was the Rev. Wilfred Hudson. He was married with
three children. Mr. Hudson left Anston to become Vicar of St.
Andrew’s Church, Sharrow, and the Service of Institution and
Induction was on the 25th October 1974.

From left to right:. Mrs. Hudson, Mr. Hudson, Mrs. Butterfield(Chairman
of the Kiveton Park Rural District Council) and Mr. F. Mitchell (Churchwarden)
Rosalind Statham, Mr. C. Scholey’s graddaughter, presents a spray of flowers to Mrs.
Butterfield at a Garden Party in 1970.
1967

September. On a Sunday afternoon walk, Mr. Frank Reaney of
Ryton Road, North Anston, decided to look into a cave in
Anston Stones Wood which for thirty years he had just strolled
past. He found pieces of pottery and after showing them to a
local archaeologist, the Worksop Society for Archaeological
Research started a full investigation. The cave faces south and
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it is impossible to see into it without a light. The entrance is
about 5 ft. high and narrows towards the back giving a much
smaller access point. Finds included flint blades, bone bodkins
and needles, animal remains such as hyena, wild boar and fox,
and from later periods – Iron Age and Roman – British pottery.
May 1968

The cave was closed off by iron bars and boulders because of
the possibility of children being trapped in a roof fall.

The cave in Anston Stones Wood
Anston Stones, originally owned by the Duke of Leeds but later
acquired by the Kiveton Park Rural District Council, is
described by the Rev. Alfred Thomas in his book “The History
of the parishes and Churches in the Deanery of Handsworth”
which was published in 1932, as “a pretty, narrow valley
between Anston and Lindrick Common”. Anston Brook runs
through this valley and during the period between the two world
wars “The Stones” was the favourite haunt of walkers, picnickers, and of children who had endless hours of fun damming up
the brook and swimming in the pools so formed. The “Big
Rock” by the “Little Wood” was the scene of many band concerts given by Anston Silver Prize Band on fine Sunday
evenings during the summer months.
The Nature Conservancy would like The Stones to be declared a
Nature Reserve because the 80-acre wood is recognised by
botanists as “one of the finest remaining fragments of native
woodland in the North of England”. Although the Council want
to see it preserved in its natural state, they also want it to remain
a public amenity.
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The “Big Rock”,Anston Stones, now overgrown with trees (1975)

1969

Restoration of the Church, which was made necessary by the
damage caused through mining subsidence and to a certain
extent by the weathering of the stonework. The walls were
strengthened with liquid cement and repointed. Many of the
window mullions were replaced and new leaded lights fitted.
The chancel floor was repaved on a reinforced base and a
Children’s Corner was made in the south aisle with a new altar
rail and appropriate furnishings. The total cost of the scheme
was in the region of £6,000 of which the National Coal Board
accepted responsibility for just over half, the rest being raised
by the efforts of the parishioners.
During this restoration Norman relics were found in the church
wall. Stonemason, Mr. John Hanstock, who was helping with
the restoration work found two stones, which at one time
formed part of a Norman arch, in a cavity while restoring a wall
in the nave. As the two stones were so badly weathered it was
possible that at one time they had been on the outside of the
building.

1972

A separate Infants School was opened with Mrs. Kelly as its
Headmistress.

1973

Mr. Holmes became Headmaster of Anston Brook Junior
School.
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1973

“STATUE RETURNS TO ANSTON. ‘LADY’ COMES HOME
TO RETIRE AFTER 130 YEARS ON DUTY AT
WESTMINSTER”
So ran the headlines in the Sheffield Star on 20th July 1973
A stone statue which had graced
the Palace of Westminster for about
130 years was one of several statues which were being “retired”
from the Palace. The statue is of a
queen in medieval dress and as she
was sculpted in Anston stone, Mr.
Peter Hardy, Member of Parliament
for the Rother Valley, suggested
that the “old lady”, of whom no
one seems to know the identify,
should be returned to Anston.
The four-foot statue was brought up
from Westminster by a council
workman and installed in the
Kiveton Park Rural District Council
Offices at South Anston. It was
stated that a local stonemason was
going to fix the broken nose and
broken finger, and it was then
hoped to find a suitable resting
place. It still stands in the Council
Offices (1976) but it is hoped that a
more fitting resting place will be
found for it when the Council
Offices become an old people’s
centre. Staff of the Council Offices
are to be moved to Maltby Civic
Centre which will become the main
office for the Southern Area of the
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough.

1974

Reorganisation of County Councils and Boroughs in England
and Wales. The West Riding County Council disappeared and
this area became South Yorkshire. Anston was placed in the
Metropolitan Borough of Rotherham.
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1974

A retired pensioner, Mr. Brian Forsey, of 16 Main Street, North
Anston launched a one-man campaign to clear a stretch of
Anston Brook, from Mill Lane to Ryton Road, of the motley
collection of old ironmongery, timber and rubbish which had
accumulated over the years. All the wood recovered from the
water was dried by Mr. Forsey at his home and it was distributed to old age pensioners. The following year members of the
National Conservation Corps spent weekends helping to clear
the rubbish from the Brook.
Anston Brook should run swiftly. The source is at Hardwick Hall
Farm near the M1 and it travels through Anston, Anston Stones,
past Lindrick to Worksop where it joins the River Ryton.

1974

13th to 28th July. The 8th Centenary of the founding of St.
James’ Church, Anston, was celebrated with a fortnight of very
varied activities which included a Gala on the Welfare Ground,
Festival Services conducted by the Bishop of Doncaster, an
Organ Recital by Mr. Felix Norris, an exhibition of Anston
Bygones, a concert by the Aston Madrigal Singers, a Flower
Festival, Festal Evensong on St. James’ Day (25th July) conducted by the Rural Dean, a Celebration Dance in the Church
Hall, and on the final Sunday, Thanksgiving and Dedication
Services at which the Address was given by the Bishop of
Sheffield. The Church Bells were also rung after a silence
lasting for several years. All organisations in the village united
to make these activities very successful.

Items specially produced for the 8th Centenary 1174-1974
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A booklet about the Church, researched by Mr. Mitchell, and a
drawing by Tony Wright, showing the south side of the Church,
were on sale at the Gala. Also on sale were 150 drinking mugs
and 45 chalices, inscribed “St. James’ 1174-1974 Anston”,
which had been made by Peartree Potteries of Laughton. These
were very quickly sold.
1975

February. Work started on the new road intended to cut out the
sharp bends at the top of the Baulk, Back Lane and Pond Corner,
North Anston. The new road was to cost about £100,000 and it
was opened for traffic the following year, 6th March 1976. The
sharp bends have certainly gone, but one wonders how the traffic
will fare when the ice and snow come. In winter, drivers of lorries
and buses have often found difficulty in negotiating the Baulk, but
there was always a respite on Back Lane before Whitehead’s Hill
had to be climed. The steepness of the Baulk has not been altered,
but the climb now continues to Nursery Road.

The cottages, St. Mary’s Row, at the top of the Baulk round which traffic had
to travel to Back Lane.The cottages were demolished in the early 1950’s.
1975

23rd April, St. George’s Day. The Patron Saint of England has
been sadly neglected for many years. Under the leadershiip of
Major Richard Chase of Brook Croft, North Anston, and with the
full support of the committee of Anston Miners’ Welfare, the different organisations united to celebrate St. George’s Day 1975. To
begin a week of activities a buffet dance was held on the 18th
April and a cheque for £42 from the Welfare Committee was given
in aid of the Church Hall Fire Precaution Fund.
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The Celebrations on St. George’s Day began with the ringing of
the Church bells for 30 minutes during which time mummers
enacted a play about St. George outside Anston Brook School.
Afterwards a concert was held in the Church Hall given by
Anston Male Voice Choir, Anston Royal British Legion Ladies
Choir, Anston Women’s Institute Choir, Woodsetts Mixed Choir,
Kiveton Park Folk Youth Club and the Whitwell Colliery Band.
After the concert a torchlight procession went from the Church
Hall to St. James’ Church for the ceremony of lowering the flag
of St. George which had flown all day over Anston.
On the evening of the 24th and 25th April the Guides, Scouts,
Brownies, Cubs and Girls’ Brigade presented a show called
“The Gang’s All Here”.
These celebrations proved to be such a success that a committee
was formed and festivities organised on similar lines for 1976.
The committee has in view the provision of St. George’s standards for the parish and Church Hall.
1975

9th July. The Institution of Rev. Donald S. Brewin as Vicar of
Anston by the Bishop of Sheffield. Mr. Brewin is married with
three young children and previously was Curate of All Saints
Church, Ecclesall.
Institution
of Rev.
Donald
Brewin

From left
to right:

1975

Rev. G.
Kirk
(Rural
Dean);
Rt. Rev.
Gordon
Fallowes (Bishop of Sheffield; Rev. D. Brewin; Mr. J.
Helliwell and Mr. C. Scholey (Churchwardens); Archdeacon
Harrison.
June. Deaconess Winifred Chandler, who for the last four years
had been responsible for the Methodist Churches in Dinnington
and North and South Anston, was ordained at the Methodist
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Annual Conference held in Liverpool. Miss Chandler had been
the first woman to preach in St. James’ Church in all its 800
years and this had occurred at a joint Evensong in April.
1975

September. To mark the 40th Anniversary of the building of the
South Anston Turner Memorial Church a four-day Flower
Festival was held. The whole festival was co-ordinated by Mrs.
C. Wyatt.

1976

May. Rotherham Borough Council designated areas in Anston
as Conservation Areas, “being areas of special architectural or
historic interest, the character of which it is desirable to preserve and/or enhance”.
South Anston -

“Property along Crowgate Hill, West
Street, Sheffield Road and High
Street.”

North Anston -

“all properties on Main Street from
Anston bridge to the Congregational
Church and on the north side numbers 78-16 and open land rising
towards “Orchards” on Quarry lane;
Wells, The Wells, Hillside, The
Green and Back Lane. To the north
the boundary includes properties on
the south side of Quarry Lane from
number 2 west to “Orchards”. To the
east the boundary is coincident with
the centre of the improved road
B6060.

Four buildings in Anston are also listed by the Minister of
Housing and Local Government as being of special architectural
or historic interest.
South Anston -

St. James’ Church and Manor House.

North Anston -

Hall Farmhouse and The Gate House.
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Hall

Farmhouse, The Green, North Anston (1976)

Part of the Gate House, The Green, North Anston (1969)
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APPENDIX I

INCUMBENTS

Will Gyleth
Sir William Draper
Thomas Smyth

1407 - ?
1523 - ?
Died 25th January 1550

Robert Bynnye
John Jackson
William Wood
William Radcliffe (1)
Joseph Brook
William Radcliffe (2) son of above
Robert Browne
John Clarke
Samuel Cleland
J. Crabtree
John Proctor
T. Rowbottom
George P. Jennings (Curate from 1851)
William Harrison Rigg
John St. Leger Blakeney
Robert Hodgson
Reginald Lyne
Wilfred Hudson
Donald S. Brewin

Buried 6th october 1580
1584 – 1587
1587 - ?
1669 – 1724
1724 – 1726
1727 – 1737
1738 – 1769
1770 – 1816
1816 – 1818
1818 – 1830
1830 – 1831
1828 – 1862
1862 – 1882
1883 – 1907
1907 – 1911
1912 – 1938
1938 – 1963
1964 – 1974
1975 –

Up to December 1975, Woodsetts Parish was served by the Anston Vicars.
During Mr. Hodgson’s incumbency, and for part of Mr. Lyne’s, the Lay Reader
living at Woodsetts was Mr. Witherden. Services at Anston and Woodsetts were
taken alternately by the Anston Vicar and by the Woodsetts Lay Reader.

Mr. Witherden
The Rev. John Woods was instituted Vicar of Woodsetts on 8th August 1975, and
in December 1975 Woodsetts became a joint parish with Firbeck and Letwell.
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APPENDIX II

LANDOWNERS IN THE VILLAGE
THROUGH THE CENTURIES

SAXON PERIOD – EARL EDWIN, EARL HAROLD
In the 10th Century a considerable amount of land was cultivated at Anston and a
small community existed. The land belonged to Earl Edwin, Lord of Mercia
(1052-1066). He had a palace at Laughton and controlled the surrounding district. Some of the land belonged to Earl Harold of Conisborough. This Saxon
Lord fought against the Normans at Senlac and consequently his land was forfeited and given to William de Warren. Earl Edwin did not take part in the Battle of
Hastings (1066) and so he was allowed to retain his lands. However, in 1068 and
1070 he and his brother, Morcar, revolted against the Norman rule. Earl Edwin
was killed in this rebellion and his manor passed into the de Busli family.
NORMAN PERIOD – ROGER DE BUSLI, WILLIAM DE WARREN
Roger de Busli was one of the leaders of the Norman invasion. As a reward for
his services he was given the estates of Earl Edwin in1070. It is thought he
resided at Laughton for a time, but then he built the castle at Tickhill, which
became the ‘honour’ of Blyth. He died in 1099, leaving a son Roger. Roger’s
guardian was Robert of Belesne who rebelled against Henry I (1100-1135).
Henry I seized the honour of Blyth. Young Roger died.
The other landlord was William de Warren. Warren was a great favourite of
William the Conqueror who gave him his step-daughter Gundreda in marriage.
They held land in the district until the end of the 13th Century.
12TH AND 13TH CENTURIES – DE MANVERS, DAYVILL
After the revolt of Robert Belesne, Henry I incorporated North Anston and 27
carucates of land in South Anston. The King, however, granted certain estates
throughout the honour of Blyth. In 1147 Anston was owned by Leo de Manvers.
It is noted, however, that the de St. Paul family of Todwick had feudal superiority
over this family. Leo de Manvers left lands to Michael, who, in turn, left it to his
daugher Annora who married Henry de Pierpoint.
During this period another important family was the Dayvill. In an old grant we
read:
“Grant by Adam le mey of Anestan Dayvill to
Gregory de Anestan and his heirs or assigns,
or whomsoever he might wish to grant, sell,
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bequeath or assign it of half an acre of arable
land in the terrotiory of Anestan Dayvill lying
in Croelands between the land of Sir William
Dayville on one side and that of William
Loweyn on the other and abutting on the
headland of Hasculias de Manvers to hold; of
hold of the grants and his heirs rendering
yearly two grains of pepper at the feast of St.
John the Baptist for all secular service for a
sum of money paid beforehand as a fine.
Witnesses:

Hasculias de Manvers
William de Donington
Robert son of Elias
William son of Haye
Nicholas son of Wells

Dayvill’s had the land belonging to the Early of Conisborough. In 1315 Edward
II granted free warren in lands at North Anston.
13TH TO 16TH CENTURIES – DE PIERPOINT
The manor of Anston passed into the Pierpoint family who held it until the 16th
Century. There is a record that in 1316 Robert de Pierpoint obtained a charter of
free warren (land enclosed and preserved for breeding game) in his lands at North
Anston and South Anston. In 1514 Sire William Pierpoint obtained confirmation
of this charter. In 1376 in a deed executed, Dame Isabel de Lizours granted
Edmund Pierpoint all rights which she had to lands in North and South Anston for
which he rendered her 100 shillings and one penny per year. The seal on this
document is the Arms of the Lizours impaling Wortley and presumably Dame
Isabel was of the Wortley family. It is thought she was a widow of one of the
Pierpoints and held Anston as a dower.
16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES - MONOUX, HUTTON, WRIGHT
In 1514 Sir William Pierpoint sold the estate to George Monoux, a citizen of
London and later Lord Mayor. He was succeeded by his son George Monoux.
In 1698, Lady Catherine Wasteneys of Hedon in the County of Nottingham,
dowager, Sir Hardolph Wasteneys, Baronet, and Catherine Wasteneys of the same
address, spinster, legatees of Charles Hutton of Lincoln’s Inn sold property in
North Anston to John Wright. Descendants of the Wright family lived at Anston
Hall until after the Second World War (1939-45).
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18TH TO 20TH CENTURIES – DUKE OF LEEDS
In 1701, Sir Philip Monoux sold estates to Thomas Osborne, Duke of Leeds.
It is very interesting to note the connection between this area and the Duke of
Leeds. Thomas Osborne was the second son of Sir Edward Osborne. Sir
Edward, as a boy, had lived with his mother, who was a widow, in a small cottage
on Hard Lane, Harthill. The boy Edward was taken to London as an apprentice
by Sir William Hewitt, a cloth merchant with premises on London Bridge. It is
thought that Sir William Hewitt owned the cottage in which the Widow Osborne
lived. Edward Osborne was a very diligent apprentice and was taken into the
Hewitt family and given every advantage of education and business training after
he had rescued Sir William’s only daughter Anne from drowning in the River
Thames. Anne was only four years old at this time, and when she grew up she
and Edward Osborne were married. In 1583 Edward Osborne became Lord
Mayor of London and was knighted in the same year by Elizabeth I.
Sir Edward’s second son Thomas was created Baron Osborne and Viscount
Latimer in 1673, Viscount Osborne in 1673, Early of Danby in 1674, Marquis of
Carmarthen in 1689 and first Duke of Leeds in 1694. He took the title, not from
his county town of Leeds as is often supposed, but from Leeds Castle in Kent.
The last Duke of Leeds died in 1964 and the title is now extinct.
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CONCLUSION
Anston has developed from a simple village where the main industries were farming, quarrying and small cottage businesses, to a very thriving dormitory area for
Sheffield, Rotherham and Worksop. Farming is still carried on but on a smaller
scale, and in some cases the farms have changed to a different kind of production.
No quarrying is done in Anston, but ‘Anstone’ is produced in the quarry at
Kiveton Park.
Large firms have been developed in North and South Anston employing fairly
large numbers of men and women, but it would be true to say that the majority of
people find their employment outside the village.
There are also many different organisations in the village catering for all kinds of
recreational and social activities. Another ‘history’ could perhaps deal with these
in more detail.
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